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This is something we should have done a gen-
eration ago when we could have saved untold
billions of dollars and no telling how many lives.
But we can do it now, and we have to do
it. And I would just implore you to work with
us, make sure we don’t make any mistakes we
can possibly avoid, but give the Members of

Congress from your State the courage to face
this problem that our Nation has neglected for
too long.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:04 p.m. at the
El Pueblo Health Services Clinic.

Statement on Signing the Hazard Mitigation and Relocation Assistance Act
of 1993
December 3, 1993

Today I am pleased to sign into law S. 1670,
the ‘‘Hazard Mitigation and Relocation Assist-
ance Act of 1993.’’

The flooding that occurred in the Midwest
this past summer was unprecedented in our his-
tory in scope, magnitude, and duration. The
sheer number of victims, flooded homes, farms,
and businesses, and the extent of damage to
public facilities called for an unprecedented re-
sponse from the nine affected States, local gov-
ernments, volunteers, and the Federal Govern-
ment—and respond they did.

Now that most of the flood waters have re-
ceded, it is time to reestablish lives disrupted
by the weeks and months of rain and flooding
and to rebuild property damaged by those wa-
ters. For many, rebuilding in the same place
will be out of the question. And for many who
want to move, relocating off the flood plain may
not be possible without help.

With this legislation, my Administration and
the Congress have taken an important step to-
ward providing the help needed. This Act au-
thorizes a greater Federal contribution toward
acquiring and relocating structures damaged by
floods than was available before. It provides
higher ceilings on the amounts of Federal dis-
aster funds that can be available to help flood

victims move out of harm’s way. And in assisting
in the relocation of homes and other structures,
it provides greater assurance than perhaps any
other measure that the people helped will not
have to suffer such damage and disruption from
flooding again. It will be less costly to help
the flood victims move now and reestablish their
lives than to bear the expense of repeated flood-
ing.

I congratulate and thank the many Members
of the House and Senate in both parties who
worked so diligently to pass this legislation. I
especially commend the leadership of Rep-
resentatives Volkmer and Gephardt, Senators
Harkin and Danforth, and other Members of
the congressional delegations of the Midwestern
States, as well as the prompt action of the lead-
ers of the House Committee on Public Works
and Transportation and the Senate Committee
on Environment and Public Works.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
December 3, 1993.

NOTE: S. 1670, approved December 3, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–181.

Statement on the Technology Reinvestment Project
December 3, 1993

To win in the new global economy and safe-
guard our national security, America must invest
in new technologies with both commercial and

military applications. This program will help give
us the edge that will keep America strong and
create new jobs at the same time.
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